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Joseph (Joe) Grant Leak, the youngest son of the late
Wesley Grant and Esther Mae Caddell Leak was born
November 21, 1957 in Moore County, North Carolina. As a
child he attended Zion Grove African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church in Eagle Springs, where he
accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior.

He was educated in the Moore County Public School System and as a responsible
student, was asked to drive the school bus while attending North Moore High School.
After graduation, initially he attended North Carolina Central University, but was very
pleased when his family heard his dissatisfaction and came to rescue him. Then, he
attended Sandhills Community College and went on to graduate from Elon University
receiving a bachelor’s degree in the field of Business Administration/Finance.

From middle school through college, he stayed with and
was raised by his grandmother Caroline R. Spencer, along
with two cousins who were like brothers – Willie and
Charles Caddell. 

Joe worked in a variety of capacities in the areas of accounting and finance with Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, the Peace Corps, Voice of America and multiple contractor positions related to fiscal
accounting and records management for the ongoing U.S. litigation before the International Court of
Justice at The Hague.

Obituary

Clearly, there was a special bond between Joe and his grandmother because
when he graduated from college and decided to come to Washington, DC for
employment, she decided to come along with him to ensure he would be all
right. In Washington, he and his grandmother lived with her brother, 
David Lindsay (Sarge), who was an active member of John Wesley African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, the National Church of Zion Methodism. Sarge was a neighbor of Vivian Ritter who became one
of Joe’s many play mothers.
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                                 At John Wesley, Joe has been involved in nearly everything. He served as Chair of the
Trustee Board, Treasurer of the Lay Council, Chair of Property Management, a vital member of the Men’s
Ministry (Sons of Varick), Steward Board, Central Finance Committee, Scholarship Committee,
Hospitality Committee, Historical Society, Cathedral Choir, Men’s Chorus, and Fellowship Gospel Choir,
to name a few. In 2000, he was named the E. Franklin Jackson Man of the Year for outstanding service
and dedicated witnessing in the life of the church. Joe helped with all things – seen and unseen - and
was often referred to as “Mr. Everything” because 
whenever someone wanted something done, the
response was, “just ask Joe.”

In the community and in all aspects of his life, Joe was known as a servant leader who was always willing,
always dependable, always helpful. He was universally loved, led by example, and encouraged others to do
the right thing for the right reasons. As a result, Joe is considered the epitome of being a good neighbor, a
good citizen, and an all-around good friend. He was a founding member of the New Columbia Community
Land Trust, Inc., focused on providing housing education and assistance for senior citizens, and low - or 
 middle-income residents to enable them to acquire home ownership and not be displaced by the
changing housing market in the District of Columbia.

Joe’s sudden departure was a shock to all of us, but his legacy of service
and love remains. He leaves behind a multitude of fans and admirers,
including his life partner and husband, Edwin Walker and daughter
Jennifer; siblings, Pearlie (Atlas) Collins, Rishie Paquette, Caroline
Bernard, Howard “Buddy” Leak, and Clara Barksdale; a host of friends
and family members; and his loyal yellow Labrador, Max.
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Joe was one of the first volunteer organizers and founding members of the NCCLT. Over time, Joe’s
steadfast support of, and commitment to NCCLT led to his work on various committees, service as a board
member, and culminated in his tenure as President of the Board. Joe was NCCLT’s rock and calming
factor!

Joe’s affiliation with NCCLT began as a representative of John Wesley AME Zion Church. His resolve to
understanding the plight of community residents and their need for affordable housing led him to attend
trainings and workshops to learn about the land trust model as an instrument for creating and preserving
affordable housing in Washington, DC. He, and other members of John Wesley, met with residents and
tenant groups to hear first-hand of the afflictions imposed by involuntary displacements due to rising
housing costs. He served as a spokesperson at meetings with religious institutions, community centers, and
government agencies. With NCCLT’s outreach and organizing committee, Joe provided education about
the need for affordable housing for very low- to moderate-income residents. These interactions
strengthened Joe’s resolve to support efforts to create the land trust and work to develop affordable
housing in Washington, DC
.

However, for Joe and the members of the organizing team, meeting housing needs was not limited to
creating housing. Residents were provided access to information about the development process,
financing, zoning, and other aspects of the community land trust model.

Joe’s vision and leadership as Board President led to several accomplishments. These included the
purchase of dilapidated buildings in the city—buildings for which others saw little value. Today, there are
limited-equity cooperatives, condominiums and single-family homes located in some of the most desirable
and expensive neighborhoods in the city. These residences are occupied by and affordable to very low- to
moderate-income residents who enjoy the amenities the city has developed in recent years.

In honor of his commitment to community service, we have established the Joseph G. Leak Memorial
Fund to benefit the New Columbia Community Land Trust, Inc., in support of affordable housing
options for low- to moderate-income residents of the District of Columbia. If you wish to support this
worthwhile cause, see any of the multiple ways to donate below:

Make Checks Payable to:
New Columbia Community Land Trust, Inc. 
Joseph G. Leak Memorial Fund
1419 V. Street, NW Washington, DC 20009

Paypal: https://paypal.me/joeleakfundforncclt

In Lieu of Flowers, please feel free to make
 tax-deductible donations to the
Joseph G. Leak Memorial Fund

JOSEPH (Joe) G. LEAK

AND THE NEW COLUMBIA COMMUNITY LAND TRUST, INC. (NCCLT)
 

Scan QR 
to make a donation



Joe touched countless lives with his genuine love, compassionate heart, and
generous and helping spirit. In turn, thank you for touching our lives as you

have expressed condolences regarding his passing. We know he and his
legacy will live on through each of you. Your thoughts, prayers and words of

encouragement are appreciated greatly. May God richly bless you.
 

With Love and Gratitude, 
The Family

Acknowledgement
Statement of the Family

Professional Services Entrusted to:
Marshall-March Funeral Home                     Elite Funeral Services, Inc.
4308 Suitland Road                                     125 High Street
Suitland, MD 20746                                     Ellerbe, NC 28338

Picture me as I was, full of life, full of love.

Although not with you now, I'm watching from above. 

I know how much you miss me. And I miss you too.

It was my time to leave, As each of us will do.

Although not in your arms, I'm always in your heart. 

The precious love we shared, means we're never apart.  

Interment:
Zion Grove A.M.E. Zion Church

Eagle Springs, NC 27242


